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Ellis Shenk Appointed Associate 
Secretary 


The NSBRO Board of Directors has announced the 
appointment of Ellis J. Shenk from Myerstown, 
Penna. as Associate Executive Secretary to be effec- 
tive September 15, 1958. Mr. Shenk replaces John 
R. Martin who has filled this position since January 
1, 1957, and has been Acting Executive Secretary 
since June 5, 1958. It is anticipated that Mr. Martin 
will act in an advisory capacity to the NSBRO staff 
until the end of the year. 


In accepting Mr. Martin’s resignation, the Board of 
Directors passed a resolution authorizing the NSBRO 
staff to express in a tangible way the appreciation of 
the Board for his services. After the termination of 
his NSBRO responsibilities, Mr. Martin plans to de- 
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Board of Directors Meets 


One new board member was approved and officers 
were elected at the September 5th meeting of the 
NSBRO Board of Directors in Washington. Mr. Glenn 
A. Reece, General Secretary of the Five Years Meet- 
ing of Friends, was elected to fill the position vacated 
by William Merton Scott. Mr. Scott resigned more 
than a year ago due to ill health. 


The board elected the following officers for the en~ 
suing year: W. Harold Row, Chairman; William T. 
Snyder, Vice Chairman; Herman Will Jr., Secretary; 
and Girven H. Culley, Treasurer. Other members 
of the board are Robert F. Weiskotten and Huber F. 
Klemme, interim appointee for his own expired term. 


Other action by the Board of Directors included 
the approval of a budget of $29,200 for the fiscal year 
beginning October 1, 1958. Consideration was given 
to the current high rate of rejections in conscientious 
objector cases submitted to the Presidential Appeal 
Board. Further representation of the CO position is 
being planned. Concern was expressed that conscien- 
tious objectors have not been discharged from the 
Armed Forces, as regulations permit, except in the 
case of the Air Force. The board requested the staff 
to attempt to secure a policy decision through the 
proper authorities to facilitate the discharge of bona 
fide conscientious objectors from the Armed Forces. 
Members of the board have offered their assistance in 
both of these representations. 


A meeting of the Consultative Council and the 
Board of Directors was set for April 13, 1959. 
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Acting Secretary Reports on Case 
Work 
In his report to the Board of Directors, Acting 
Executive Secretary John R. Martin stated that 
Selective Service cases continue to comprise the bulk 
of case work. 


The major new development in this area concerns 
the Presidential Appeal Board. Two new members 
were appointed by the President last December. In 
March representatives of NSBRO met with the new 
Board members for a period of discussion in order 
to personally interpret the conscientious objector posi- 
tion. Also, the Board members were given some 
materials which NSBRO felt would give valuable 
background information for understanding the various 
groups from which COs come. 


However, it appears that the meeting was not en- 
tirely successful as NSBRO has submitted seven cases 
upon which the new Board has taken action and in 
every case it refused to take favorable action. Ap- 
parently, the National Board feels reluctant to over- 
rule the decisions of state appeal boards. It is hoped 
that a meeting can be arranged between the Presi- 
dential Appeal Board and the NSBRO Consultative 
Council. The Appeal Board seems quite agreeable to 
this and it may be that this approach would bear 
some fruit. 

A second major area of case work is that of armed 
forces cases. NSBRO is working on a growing num- 
ber of cases involving armed forces personnel who 
come to the I-O position and seek a release. Mr. 
Martin reports that during the past year he has been 
succesful in securing three such releases from the 
Air Force but none from the other branches. The 
greatest difficulty seems to be with the Army. 


A meeting with Army officials in March to discuss 
their policy in handling requests for discharge by 
COs has been covered by the March REPORTER. The 
mew policy adopted by the Adjutant General’s office 
is to place the CO into noncombatant service, and if 


it is then determined that the enlisted man cannot 
perform any type of duty adequately, the command- 
ing officer should request that he be discharged under 
the “unsuitability and wunadaptability” provision, 
AR 635-209. 

The one big question which NSBRO had concern- 
ing the new policy was how the conscientious objector 
should go about convincing his commanding officer 
that he could not perform any type of duty ade- 
quately. It appeared to us that the CO was being put 
in a position where he would either need to disobey 
an order (resulting in court-martial) or disobey his 
conscience. 


It has now become clear that this is exactly the 
situation and that the new procedure is actually very 
unsatisfactory. A test case has been processed through 
Army channels and the Pentagon has turned down 
the request for discharge stating that the policy of 
the Army is not to honor such requests at the present 
time; this, despite the fact that the convictions of the 
CO were not questioned and all necessary supporting 
evidence was in order. 


Tentative arrangements have been made for a meet- 
ing in the policy-making division at the Pentagon to 
attempt to formulate a new and workable policy. 


British CO Once Ordered to Kill 


PEACE NEWS, London—Earlier in the year a 
young man was ordered by Eoka (Greek underground 
organization) to take a bomb to a theater in order 
to kill the Governor of Cyprus. Because of his de- 
cisions and actions since that time, that man is today 
completing two years conditional employment as or- 
dered by a British Tribunal for conscientious ob- 
jectors. 


Paul (his real name cannot be disclosed for reasons 
of security) joined Eoka because it seemed to him to 
be the right thing to do. “Other people are joining; 
I don’t want to be left out.” 


Eventually, he was sent on his mission to kill the 
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Governor. It was at this point that Paul began to 
reason. He did not want to take life. “But I could not 
refuse this order,” he said to a Tribunal for COs. 
“I got a time bomb and went to a cinema where the 
Governor was going. But I put the bomb at the 
wrong time. I did not want to kill anybody.” 

During his attempted escape, the British police 
captured him and he was punished for his activities 
with Eoka. Eoka no longer trusted him and two at- 
tacks were made on his life by its members, causing 
him to leave the island eventually. 

Questioned about his conscientious objection to 
serving with the armed forces, Paul pointed out that 
his past life must surely prove that he was not a 
suitable person to train to take life. “I do not want to 
have anything to do with the armed forces. I do not 
want to be near anyone who is taking life.” 

The Chairman of the Tribunal closed the hearing 
by saying that Paul’s was a very remarkable history, 
which had the stamp of truth on it. Paul had shown 
that in actual fact he would not take life, and this 
exempted him from military service. 


de Gaulle Petitioned to Release 
French COs 


Several prominent Frenchmen recently petitioned 
de Gaulle to use his powers to grant immediate re- 
lease from prison to certain conscientious objectors. 
Among the signers of this appeal were Andre Breton, 
writer and critic; Bernard Buffet, young French 
painter; Albert Camus, writer and winner of the 
Nobel prize for literature; Jean Cocteau, well-known 
playwright, poet and novelist; and L’abbe Pierre, 
famous for his work among the Paris destitute. 

According to their letter, “More than 100 conscien- 
tious objectors are imprisoned in France at present. 
Some of them have spent five, seven, eight and even 
ten years in prison. These 100 men are transgressors 
in the eyes of the law and they realize it. They are 
so well aware of it that giving an example of dignity 
touching grandeur, they submit to their punishment 
without complaint or recrimination.” 

The authors of the letter admitted that they were 
attempting something very difficult, but they hope to 
hasten the day when France shall also have legisla- 
tion for conscientious objectors. 

President de Gaulle was asked to release all con- 
scientious objectors who have served five years in 
prison. “It seems impossible,” the writers claimed, 


“that these young prisoners should continue to be 
treated as cowards and criminals. They are, on the 
contrary, intrepid souls, idealists and good people.” 


News Briefs 


A call for 11,000 men for induction during October 
was presented to the Selective Service System by the 
Department of Defense. The same number were re- 
quested for September. New figures show 1,784 men 
engaged in I-W work. This is a decrease of 29 from 
the previous month’s figure. 

* * * 

NSBRO Attorney Advisor Robert B. Myers re- 
lates: “It is significant to note that there have been 
no published opinions of any court cases involving 
conscientious objectors during the last several 
months. This is unusual and, it is hoped, may be 
indicative of the fact that the Local Boards, National 
Selective Service, and the Justice Department may 
be arriving at the conclusion that it would be better 
to have ten insincere COs doing alternative service 
than to have one sincere CO in prison.” 

ot * + 

Another Amish farmer from Ohio—the second with- 
in six months—is preparing to accept prison rather 
than alternative service in a state hospital or rest 
home. Andrew E. Shrock, 23, formerly from Inde- 
pendence, Iowa, has been arrested for failure to re- 
port for military induction and released on $1,000 
bond. The young Amishman has promised a neighbor, 
William Keim, that he would live up to his faith and 
accept a prison term. “We Amish consider such 
(alternative) service a part of the military system 
which our church opposes,” Keim explained. “To ac- 
cept an alternative to service in the armed forces is to 
participate in the military program and violate our 
religious beliefs.” 

* * 7 

Howard Dale Rogers who has served seven months 
in the Air Force Reserves has recently received an 
honorable discharge because of his religious convic- 
tions. He has been closely associated with the Reli- 
gious Society of Friends and had formally served 
three and one half years in active duty. In his state- 
ment requesting release, Rogers stated that he has 
had a growing conviction that military service is not 
consistent or compatible with the law of love in life 
as expressed by Jesus Christ. 

*> * *# 


Two young men from Detroit who have forsaken 
Christianity and embraced a kind of Islamic faith 








known as the University of Islam are now languish- 
ing in jail because of their oppostion to the draft. One 
is a non-registrant and the other claims to be a CO, 
but has been sentenced for refusing induction after 
having stricken out the word “religious” several times 
on Form 150 sent to conscientious objectors. It seems 
the boys have stated they are “not against participat- 
ing in a war wherein truth, peace, justice and equality 
are violated and Islam is placed in jeopardy.” Further- 
more, they agreed that Islam as they interpret it is 
not a religion but a “culture” or a way if life, which 
in itself nullifies any CO claim of theirs under the 
present draft law which recognizes only religious 
objectors. 


* * * 

Reporting on its activities since 1951, the European 
Pax Office in Frankfurt, Germany lists five areas of 
service now being staffed by American Mennonite 
COs in Europe—construction, office work, refugee 
work, institutional aid and agricultural assistance. The 
Mennonite-sponsored Pax program affords draft-age 
men an opportunity to volunteer for overseas service 
while fulfilling their two year obligation to the gov- 
ernment as COs. Two-hundred and sixty-two young 
men have served in Pax Europe since 1951; fifty are 
currently on the field. One of Pax’s original purposes 
was to help build settlements for Mennonite refugees 
in Europe. So far, over 370 families are now living in 
new homes as a direct result of Pax assistance. As a 
response to special crises (flood, earthquake and 
revolution), Pax units have operated in Holland, Al- 
geria and Austria. 
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vote more time to the pastoral ministry as pastor of 
the Woodridge Mennonite Church in Washington, D.C. 


Ellis Shenk is a native of Pennsylvania, born near 
Hershey in 1931. He was graduated from Elizabeth- 
town College in 1953 with a Bachelor of Science De- 
gree and a major in Chemistry. A member of the 
Church of the Brethren, Mr. Shenk joined the Sep- 
tember, 1953 Brethren Volunteer Service Unit and 
was assigned to Europe. For three years he served 
in refugee resettlement work in Germany and Aus- 
tria under Brethren Services auspices and in coopera- 
tion with the World Council of Churches. For a time 
Mr. Shenk served as Acting Director of the German 
program of the Brethren Service Commission. Since 
his return to America on November 1, 1957, he has 


done interpretive work in the churches of Pennsyl- 
vania for the BSC. 


Mr. Shenk was married on August 31 to Carolyn 
Ressler, also of Myerstown, Penna., who has likewise 
worked with the BSC in Puerto Rico. 


Mr. Shenk will serve with NSBRO on a part-time 
basis. Apart from supervising office management, 
he will assist the Executive Secretary in maintaining 
contacts with government agencies in matters dealing 
with CO cases and legislative developments. Editing 
and promoting The REPORTER will also rest with 
him. In addition to NSBRO duties, Mr. Shenk plans 
to study part-time at the American University in the 
School of International Service. 
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